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INTRODUCTION to the RRA DER. 
Friend, 

F thou art not oneof thoſe, who 

think that none but odd Fel- 

| lows pore over Oriental Manu- 


ſcripts ; and that the Matter con- 


tain'd in the ſaid Manuſcripts is, 


"is B to 


2 


to the full, as odd as thoſe who 


ſtudy it, thou wilt not, perhaps, 


be diſpleaſed with the following 
Fragment; which was tranſmit- 
ted to me from France, as a 
very great Curioſity, by a Mem- 
ber of the Academy Noyal. 


Thou muſt, however, accept 
the Tranſlation on the ſame Terms 
that I did the Original, which is 
in Arabic; that is to ſay, without 
a Key to the Characters or Facts 
it treats of; Hiſtory not affording 
us the leaſt Aſſiſtance to gueſs at 
either: It begins abruptly, alter the 
following manner. 
4 
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-----The Hog of Noah was not 
more ſenſual, Eve's Peacock more 
gaudy, or Solomon's Horle more 
proud ; no Fox was more ſubtle, 
no Wolf more voracious, no Dog 
more fawning, no Hare more 
timorous, and no Cat more deſ- 
perate: To ſay then that God had 
given the Sultan into ſuch Hands, 


was to ſay, that he had, in a man- 
: ner, forſaken him, and that the 
: very Dedjeal himſelf had already 


mark d him out for his Prey. 


The principal Point this Mon- 
ſter of a Vizier had in view, was 
to perpetuate his ill- got Power; ; 
B 2 and 


[4] 
and the Means he uſed for that 
end, was to enfeeble and oppreſs 
the People, whom he fear'd, and 
cajole his Maſter, whom he de- 
ſpiſed; in both which wicked 
Projects he was but too ſucceſſ- 
ful. 


The Power and Auchority NE 
was poſſeſs d of, ſoon enabled 
him to compaſs the firſt; but 
more Time and Addreſs were 
requiſite for the laſt: The Na- 
tions under his Rod found them- 
ſelves divided into two Tribes, Aſ. 
ſes and Drivers: And, not having 
been uſed to the Whip or the Load, 
not only complain d of the Impo- 

ſitions 


14 
ſitions they felt, but ſtruggled 1 


to remove them. 


There was yet about the Sultan 
one Man, of the Race of Ali 
Eb'n Azra, who ſcorn'd the Vi- 
zier, as much as he loved his Sove- 
reign ; who ſeem d to be left as an 
Example to the Great, of all the 
Virtues they ought to imitate: 
fond of Fame, but more of Virtue: 
Loyal, but not for Reward : Free 
in the Delivery of Truth, but 
gentle in the manner: Modeſt | 
in defending himſelf, reſolute in 
the Defence of others: Not void 
of human Frailties, but not too 
proud to acknowledge them : In- 

capable 
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capable of Flattery, tho' to oblige 
the Woman he lov'd, or tempo- 
rize with the Prince he rever d: Of 
ſuch exemplary Honour, that no 
Conſideration, tho? of Life itſelf, 
was of any Weight in the Scale 
againſt it. In a Word, he was in 
all things the Reverſe of the Vizier; 
and therefore, till he was undone, 
the Vizier never thought himſelf 
ſafe. | | 


Nor was this A pprehenſion of his 
without Foundation ; for when he 


had left the Sultan, ſelf fatisfy'd 


as a God, believing all his Affairs 


to be in the moſt flouriſhing State, 


his Government eftabliſh'd, his 
People 
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People happy, his Enemies  ſub- 
4 miſſive, and his Glory at the fulli; 
the plain- dealing Achmer, . from 
Time to Time, broke the Bubble, 
with a ſingle Blaſt, and manifeſted 
to him, that when the Waters 
were covered with the moſt Froth, 
they were ever the moſt trou- 
bled. 


To rid the Court of this dange- 
rous Nuſance, and render it all of 
a Piece, was now become the Vi- 
zZier's favourite Point; and, in or- 

der thereto, many a e Re- 
monſtrance, many a warm Com- 
plaint, and many an inſidious 
_— Pretence 
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Pretence did he urge to the Sultan: 
But ſo clear was Achmet's Inno- 
cence, fo acknowledged his Virtue, 
that all the Traitor's Artifices re- 
coil'd upon himſelf, and he half 
trembled for fear what he projected 
for the Ruin of his Enemy, ſhould 
haſten his own. 


It happen'd, at length, that 
certain of the Sultan's Allies, tak- 
ing Advantage of the Weakneſs 
and Wickedneſs of his corrupt Vi- 
zier's Adminiſtration, invaded his 
Frontiers, plunder'd his Towns, 
and led his Subjects into Captivi- 
ty : Provok'd with which Indig- 
nities, all the Nations under his 

Command, 
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Command, as with one Voice, 
importun'd the Prince for Ven- 


geance; arid to be led forth in 


Arms; againſt the Enemy. But fo 
unwilling was the Vizier to part 


with any of the public Treaſure, 


for any noble Purpoſe; ſo conſcious 
of his Inability to conduct a War; 
and ſo fearful that new Demands 
on the People, would occaſion an 
Enquiry into the Application of 
the incredible Sums he had already 
ſquandered, that he attfully ftav'd 
off the Rupture for ſeveral Years; 


meanly ſoliciting the Mercy of the 
Enemy, on one hand, and artful- 
ly promiſing his Fellow- Subjects 
Redreſs on the other. | 
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But, notwithſtanding his fair 
Promiſes, no Symptom of any ſuch 
thing appearing, and the Tem- 
pers of the People, by a long Se- 
ries of Injuries, being work d up 
to a dangerous Ferment, Achmet, 
as uſual, took Advantage of the 
Criſis, to lay the whole Truth be- 
fore the Sultan, who, aſtoniſh'd 
to find that his Subjects had ſo 
deeply ſuffer d, that his own Ho- 
nour had ſo long been at ſtake, 
and that ſo little Dependance was 
to be placed on the trifling Nego- 
tiations of his Vizier, not only re- 
ſolved that very Inſtant to declare 


War, but offered to nominate to 
| the 


[ xx J 
the chief Command, whatever 


General his faithful Achmer hou ght 
proper to recommend. 


Achmet did not fail to improve 
the Opportunity, and having 
| pauſed a few Minutes, Lord of my 
Life, ſaid he, there is a Soldier, 
long ſince laid aſide by the Vizier, 
for ſpeaking as a Soldier ſhould, 
Truth, and deny'd the Preferment 
due to his Valour and Virtue; I 
mean O/myn the Aga. There ne- 
ver yet was Danger which he durſt 
not face, nor Fraud that he would 
not detect, nor Vice that he would 
not oppoſe : His Sword is his Ad- 
vacate ; his Services bear witneſs 

C 2 of 
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| of his Worth, and the Records of 
our Scribes will be his Memorial. 


He, were I worthy to adviſe, ſhould 
go forth as thy Shadow, to chaſtiſe 
- Licentiouſncks, reſtore Diſcipline, 
awake Valour, atchieve Glory, 
and reward Deſert. Thy Slaves 


will find him now in the Field, 
+ tailing with his own victorious 


Hands; thoughtleſs of Ambition, 
but diſpos d to receive thy ſublime 
Beheſts, with a Veneration next to 


that be wh up to Heaven. 


* # \, * 


is my Elect! Let him = hi 
commit both my Glory and Ven- 


geance to his Charge, But lay, 


thy 
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thy Hand on thy Mouth, Achmez, 
This Reſolution I challenge as my 
own, nor will I permit my Visier 
to oppoſe it: As, therefore, thou 
regardeft thy own Honour, or my 
Friendſhip, keep the Secret invio- 
lably. op 


This Acbmet did net fail to 
promiſe with the utmoſt Ear- 
neſtneſs, and withdrew tranſport- 
ed with his Commiſſion ; tho not 
ſo much becauſe it was a Proof of 
his Credit and Power with his 
Lord; as that the brave O/myn 
would, at laſt, find himſelf in a 
Capacity to employ his great Abi- 
lities to avenge the Inſults ſo long 
offer d to his Country. 


It 


— 
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It was one of the ſtanding Ar- 
tifices of the Vizier, to ſurround 
his Maſter with his Spies; in 
which he was ſo ſucceſsful, that 
the Sultan had no Retirement ſo 
ſecret, but his Intelligence found 
him out; nor was any Corner of 
his Seraglio ſo ſacred, but his Emiſ- 
ſaries had means to make them- 
ſelves acquainted with all that was 
tranſacted there; he had even 
bribed the reigning Sultana into 
his Intereſt, and furniſh'd her with 
Inſtructions, which ſhe was often 
to pradiſe, in the very Moment 


when Love and Fondneſs ren- 
may 1 — der d 


IH ER 
der'd her Influence moſt irreſiſta- 
ble. 


Tis no Wonder, therefore, that 
he was inſtantly inform'd of this 
Cabinet Conference between the 
Sultan and Acbmet; or of the ap- 
parent Satisfaction which was viſi- 
ble in the Eyes of the laſt, when 
he took his leave: But, tho' he 
received Intimation of the Confe- 
rence, he remained in total Igno- 
rance, as to the Subject-Matter on 
which it turn d: Not a Whiſper 
had been heard, not a Syllable had 
been dropp'd, not a Hint had eſ- 
cap'd; all was dark and impene- 
trable as Midnight ; and, as the 

Guilty 
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Guilty are ever in Terror, the Vi- 
zier was like one of the Damn d, 
till he had diſcover d the Secret: 
In which, nevertheleſs, he met 
with almoſt unſurmountable Diffi- 
culties, ſince the Sultana herſelf 
was not only left in the dark ; but 
when ſhe try'd her uſual Arts, 
Flatteries, Endearments, Reſent- 
ments, Sullennefles, Tears, Faint- 
ings, to worm out the Truth, had 
the Mortification to meet with 
nothing but downright Refuſals, 
attended with Frowns and Re- 
R 


A Prince is to his Court, what 
the Sun is to the Firmament: If 
he ſhines, every Object is gilded: 

| | | If 


„ 
If elouded, all is gloomy. The 
Reſentment of the Sultan, the 
Vexation of his fair Favourite, and 


the Apprehenſions of his Vizier, 
had given an Air of Diſtraction to 
almoſt every Face, nor could the 
dulleſt Obſerver be long at a 105 


to gueſs the Cauſe. 


There was then at Court a 
young Man named Ibrahim, who 
had endear'd himſelf to the Vizier, 
by manifeſting a Genius for In- 
trigue, ſcarce inferior to his own ; 
and who had beſide made it ap- 
pear, that he was Body and Soul 


at his Devotion. To him did the 


miſerable Vizier pour forth his Diſ- 


D content, 
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18 
content, rather to unboſom, than 
with any Hope of having it re- 
moved; and was therefore aſto- 
niſh'd to hear him, on the con- 
trary, undertake, without the leaſt 
Heſitation, to ſurmount all Ob- 
ſtacles, and procure him ſpeedy 
Relief at the Peril of his Head. 
My Lord, ſaid he, I am but juſt 
return'd from viſiting Fatima, the 
illuſtrious Widow of Kara Ebn 
| Iſhmael ; ſhe loves Achmet, and 
is tenderly belov'd by him: As 
Chance made him acquainted with 
her Beautics in the Lite of her late 
Lord, ſhe has permitted him to ſee 
her unveil'd ever ſince his Death: 
Beide, their Nuptlals being near 
at 


19 
at hand, ſhe makes no ſecret of 
her Paſſion for him; and as Ach- 
met, ſince this ſecret Conference 
with the Sultan, has ſent Letters 
and Excuſes, when he was expect- 
ed in Perſon, ſhe has expreſs'd her 
Chagrin for the Diſappointment 
openly : An Incident of this Na- 


ture happen'd while I was preſent, 
and I could eaſily perceive, that 
her Reſentment was not without 
ſome Mixture of the Wormwood 
of Jealouſy : From which light 
Hint, my Lord, expect to have 
all your Wiſhes anſwer d. 


Ibrahim then took his leave of 
the Vizier, and return'd to Fati- 
D 2 ma, 
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20 
na, whom he found dif patching 
a Billet to Achmet, to infiſt on his 
immediate Preſence, in order to 
clear up his late unprecedented Be- 
haviour. If, ſaid he entring, fair 
Lady, your Thoughts are upon 
your abſent Lover; or you are 
diſpos'd to command his Atten- 
dance, your Meſſenger muſt be 
diſpatch'd to the Houſe of Oſinyn 
the Aga. The Hours he ſhould 


enjoy with you, he waſtes there; I 


ſaw him this Moment flip in at the 
Poſtern, as one who cared not to 
be diſcovered ; and tho' tis pro- 
bable his Viſits may be innocent, 
tis poſſible they may be other- 
wiſe. If the Family of O/myn 


arc 
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are above Solicitation ; or if the 
Remembrance of your ſuperior At- 
trations ſecures him from any 
laſting Infidelity, tis poſſible he 
may, for a Moment, forget him- 
ſelf in the Arms of ſome bewitch- 
ing Slave, whom he may intend 
to part with, as cheaply as he 
won.----I ſay, tis poſſible, that 
even Achmet, for a Moment, may 
be thus ſeduc'd, and 'tis ne- 
ceſſary you ſhould be deliver'd 
from the Suſpicion : Oblige him 
then to lay open the Secret of theſe 
my ſterious Viſits to the bottom--- 
'Tis a Satisfaction you may de- 
mand of him, and which he can- 
not refuſe. 


Fatima 
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Fatima lent a greedy Ear to this 
Advice, it favour'd the Paſſion 
that was then uppermoſt in her 
Heart, and which ſhe was reſolved, 
at all Hazards, ſhould be indulged. 
Glad, therefore, that ſhe had re- 
ceiv d ſome Intelligence on which 
to ground her Suſpicions, ſhe wait- 
ed with ungovernable Impatience 
for the Arrival of Achmet, which 
was almoſt the Moment Ibrahim 
took his leave; and they were 
no ſooner alone, but ſhe open'd 
her whole Heart, and that in the 
imperious Stile of provok'd Beauty, 

conſcious it may command, and re- 


ſolute to be obey d. 
Achmet 


* 
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 Achmet was thunderſtruck with 
this unexpected Tryal ; but, ne- 
vertheleſs, defended himſelf like a 
Man of Senſe, Spirit, and Honour: 
Firſt by witty Evaſions, Raillery, 
and Humour ; then by general 
Aſſertions of his Innocence, and 
the moſt ardent Expreſſions of un- 
feigned Affection, and unalterable 
Fidelity : But all this proving but 
Oil to the Fire, and Fatima ſtill in- 
fiſting peremptorily on being ſatiſ- 
fy'd to the minuteſt Point, he then 
urg'd, that what ſhe was ſo curious 
to know was a State-Secret com- 


municated under the Seal of the 
Cabinet ; remonſtrated the Sul- 
| tan's 
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tan's particular Command, and 
that his own Honour was pledg'd 
for his Obedience and Integrity. 
— And what, ſays ſhe, my 
Lord, do I deſerve to be made 
your Wife, and not to be truſted 
with what every Court-Spy will 
be Maſter of to-morrow as well 
as you ?---No, no, this is a poor, 
thin Pretence to evade the Truth, 
and put a Stop to my Enquiries, 
But I am not fo eaſily deceiv'd ; 
and either reſolve to comply, or 
to ſee me no more. At theſe 
Words ſhe roſe haſtily from off the 
Sofa, and made towards the Door 
with ſuch an Air, as left no room 
to doubt ſhe was in earneſt.---- 


This 
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This was a Sight the infatuated 
Achmet could not bear : He fol- 
low'd her with Preci pitation, hung 
upon her Robe, and having, in a 
manner, forc'd her back to the 
Sofa, gazed upon her for ſome 
Minutes in profound Silence; during 
which Time his Heart was torn 
with Agonies inexpreſſible. At laſt, 
Love gain'd the Aſcendancy, and 
Fatima's Triumph was complete. 
Achmet pour'd the fatal Secret in- 
to the Boſom of his Beloved; made 
a Merit of the Confidence he had 
placed in her, and only conjured 
her not to forget that he had en- 
truſted her both with his Life and 


Honour. Fatima, on the other 
E hand, 
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hand, was ſo overjoy'd with her 
Conqueſt, that ſhe taſted almoſt 
as much Pleaſure from her Pride 
as her Love; and became ſo libe- 
ral of her Acknowledgments, that 
Achmet had ſcarce Power to per- 
ceive his own Weakneſs, or e 


his Infidelity. 


In this Temper on each ſide 
they parted, and the next Morn- 
ing, Ibrahim, who was impa- 
tient to know the Succeſs of his 
Artifice, paid another Viſit to 
Fatima, who receiv'd him with 
that peculiar Air of Satisfaction, 
which breaks out inyoluntarily, 
when the Boſom {wells with pleaſ⸗ 


ing 
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ing Paſſions, which it pants to 
communicate. Ibrahim inſtantly 
perceiv'd it, and did not fail to 
bleed her in the right Vein. It 
was not enough that ſhe had car- 
ried her Point, and ſubdued the 
Virtue of ſo conſiderable a Man as 
Achmet ; the Glory of it was ſtill 
behind, and Hrabim, ſhe per- 
ſuaded herſelf, for his paſt Infor- 
mation, had a ſort of Right to par- 
ticipate in the Succeſs. He need- 
ed only then to open the Channel, 
and ehe Stream follow'd ; The 
dreaded, ; coveted, / miſchievous Se- 
cret -could now - be- contain'd no 
longer, and 'twas hard to deter- 
14.8 2 ' mine; 
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mine, whether the Hearer or Re- 
later enjoy d it moſt, 


Thrahim, having now carried his 
darling Point, made his Viſit as 
ſhort as poſſible, and poſted to the 
Vizier, who gave him inſtant Au- 
dience, devour'd his News, and 
witneſs'd ſuch a malignant Joy on 
that Occaſion, as it may be ſup- 
pos'd the Deajeal feels on a Sur- 
vey of the Damn'd. Ibrahim, 
ſaid he, thou haſt made me hap- 
py; I ſhall now triumph over this 

Fellow and his Virtue ; The Em- 
pire will henceforward be wholly 
at my Mercy, and thou ſhalt com- 


mand thy own Reward, 
He 


{ 29 ] 


He then made the beſt of his 
way to the Seraglio, and being 
admitted to the Sultan; May the 
Days of my Lord, ſaid he, en- 
dure as long as the Sun, and may 
his Glory be eternal. Here are 


the Seals of thy ſublime Authority, 


with the Cuſtody of which thou 
haſt ſo long honour'd thy faith- 
ful Slave, Permit me now to re- 
fign them at thy Footſtool, and let 
the ſhort Reſidue of a Life, worn 
out in thy Service, be ſpent in 


Prayers for thy perpetual Felicity, 


Thou haſt thought proper to with- 


draw thy Confidence from me, 


withdraw alſo thy Power | Acbmet 


has 
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has thy Heart, let him alſo wield 
thy Sceptre.---But let me beſetch 
ty ſublime Highneſs fot to truſt 
him too far. The Secrets of thy 
Empire are too mighty for hitn g 
eyen tlie Intentions f thy Good. 
neſs in favour of Oſuyn the Agd 
have already eſcap'd him; they 
are become the Talk of the Sol- 
diery, and the very Merchants 
canvaſs the Conſequences over their 
Kopha. I ſpeak this from a Heart 
full of Zeal for thy Service, not 
in Envy of Achmer's ' deſtin'd 
Greatneſs. All this while the 
Sultan diſcovered the higheſt Aſto- 


niſhment, mix d with . Concern 


and Indignation, and when tlie 
Vizier 


11 


while in vs silence 3 alter 
which, like one who, from a State 
of Perplexity, had brought his Re- 
flections to an Iſſue; Withdraw, 
Behemoth, ſaid he to the Vizier, 


before the gun ſets thou ſhalt khow 


my Pleaſure. The Viziet with a 
profound Reverence obey'd, and 
the Sultan immediately diſpatchꝰd 
one of his Pages to order Achmet 


to come into his Preſence that Mo- 


ment. 


* was chen at che Feet of 
his charming Widow, | diffoly'd i in 
Raptures, for her having, in Ace- 
knowledgment of his late Sacrifice, 

| conſented 
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conſented that the morrow ſhould 


be their Wedding-Day : But, on 


receiving the Sultan's Command, 


took, as he thought, a ſhort Fare- 
well, and haſten d to obey it. 


Being come to the Seraglio, he 


found the Sultan alone ; who thus 
ſignified his Pleaſure. Behemoth 
is thy Enemy, Achmet ; I, there- 
fore, am not prone to give him 
credit, when he brings Complaints 
againſt thee ; ; nor could prevail on 
my ſelf to 3 thee without 
a Hearing, 1 aſk'd thy Advice 
preferable to his, and follow'd it; 
but enjoin'd thee not to let the 
Secret * thee : He ſays thou 
haſt; 


33 1 

haſt; and adds fuch Particular, 
28 would ſtagger any Man lels 
attach'd to thee than l. Ki it true? 
I will be determined b 7 thy own 
Voice ; for 1 am Rill confi der 
thou can " not ly lye.  Achmet, co- co- 
vered with Confuſion, continued 
filent----M y Friend, continues the 
| Sultan, do not give me the Pain 
of doubting a Moment.---O Fa- 
tima, cries out the unfortunate 
Achmet, and fainted away, But, 
ſoon recovering himſelf, and being 
out of Countenance, at his want 
of Firmneſs when he needed it ſo 
much, recollected all that was 
brave about him, and then went 
on: Lord of my Life, I will not 

F pretend 
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pretend to extenuate, what can nei- 
ther be. concealed or,cxcuſed, I 
have truſted a Woman with my 
Honour, who, i it. appears, had none 


1} Wil 7/7 


of her own. The Secret is out, and 


1am | undone.-——-Another Pauſe of 


T if \f 


Silence enſued-—The Sultan look- 
ed to be the Image of Sorron, 
and Achmet of Deſpair,----At laſ 
the Sul tan clos' d the Scene with 


theſe Words : Acbmet, I am not 


ak\ 3% 


Lind; ' Gince chou haſt a 0 
me, I have loſt all Confidence, 
and from henceforward will be go. 
verned by Intereſt always, by! In- 
clination never. — The Aga Ofmys 
1 will, however, employ on rh 
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Recommendation; ; line, 1 am 
well perſuaged, his Virtue deſerved 


it; nor will 1 ever ock him 
with the Remembrance of thy 1 In- 


diſcretion Adieu, : Ae we 
have each” _ us loſt a Friend, 


nad i 
which neither ce can ever regain. At 


theſe Words the Monarch roſe, and 
Achmet, having kiſs” d the Hem of 
his Robe, left his Preſence, in 4 
Situation of Mind, to be imagin d, 
perhaps, but not to be deſcrib' d. 


When he Fl himſelf at 
home, he threw himſelf on the 
firſt Sofa he met with, ſtunn'd 
with the Misfortune that. had be⸗ 
fel him, and, for the preſent, i inca- 

F 2 pable 
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pable of Reflection 3, his Servant 
ſpread the Table, and he ſat down 
to it as uſual, but with the Mien 
of one Who ſlept with his Eyes 
open ; ; in the Poſſeſſion, but with- 
qut the Uſe of his Senſes, In this 
drcadful 1 manner he paß d the reſt 
2 the Day, and when Night came 
n, it brought with it neither 
Cate” nor Repoſe. With, the 
Dawn his intellectual 5 aculties re- 
turn d: The Promiſe he had ſo 
Jang ſolicited , and which he had 
receiv'd with ſuch Raptures from 
Fatima, ruſh d into his Mind, and, 
rouſing him from his Trance at 
once, difplay'd before his View a 
Scene of Wretchedneſs, that ſeem'd 
to 


371 
to have neither Bound nor End. 
dow beeome his Hell. Both Farima 
and himſelf he conſider d as fallen 
Angels, that Grace could not reach, 
that Penitence could not fave. He 
had forfeited his Honour; ſhe 
had betray d her Love. But to 
think of her was Horror; to be 
wedded to her Madneſs; and in 
his own Heart no Reſource of 
Comfort was left : It was an emp- 
ty, uſeleſs Caſket, from whence 
the Twin-Jewels, Honour and 
Content, were ſtolen. 


Such was the deplorable Situa- 
tion of the unfortunate Achmet ; 
while 
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while Fatima: on the other hand, 
had ſlept Ike the Favourites of 
Providence, in the very Arms of 
Tranquility, and faluted the Mor- 
ning when ſhe roſe, as the Har- 
binger of Happineſs; 5 Love and 
Achmet took. up all her Thou ghts; 7 
ſhe dreſs d, ſhe laugh'd, ſhe ſum- 
mon'd her F riends to ſhare 10 
her Good-F ortune, the thought 
the Moments, inſtead of being 
wing'd, had leade Feit, and 
wantonly chid them to make more 


haſte away. 


The appointed Hour at laſt ar- 
rived : The Circle was form'd all 


bright, all beautiful : The Bride 


in 
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in the midſt diſtinguiſh'd like the 
Morning Star, by ſuperior Luſtre. 
Nothing now was wanting but 
Achmet, and every haſty Footſtep 


ſeem'd to promiſe his Arrival. 


But, behold, in his ſtead, when 
Expectation was almoſt ſick with 
longing, a Meſſenger enters, and 
who, having preſented a Billet to 
Fatima, vaniſh'd in ſuch haſte, as 
ſeem' d to indicate an Anſwer was 
no 'Part of his Commiſhon. 


At this unexpected Incident the 
Bride's Countenance fell at onee, 
her Breaſt heav d, her Colour 
went and came, her Hand trem- 


bled 


e 
bled, a cold Sweat ſtood upon her 
Brow ; and, having with her Eye 
ran haſtily over the fatal Letter, 
ſhe gave a loud Shrick, and faint- 
ed away. 


The Gaiety of a Nuptial Scene 
was now wholly loſt in a general 
Confuſion ; Part of the Bride's 
fair Friends receiv'd her in their 
Arms, and us'd their beſt Endea- 
vours to recal her wandring Spirits; 
while the reſt, with irreſiſtible Cu- 
rioſity, examin'd the Lines which 
had Power to effect fo ſudden and 
ſo ſad a Change. | 


The 
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The LETTER. 


ACHMET to FATIMA. 


O Fatima / 


ö HOU haſt ruin'd the Man 

who ador'd thee. I truſt- 
ed thee with my Honour, and thou 
haſt betray d it to my Enemy. Of 
Treachery, however, I do not ac- 
cuſe thee: But if Frailty implies 
Guilt, thou haſt even more to an- 


 ſ{wer for than I: For had'ſt not 


thou tempted, I had not fallen. 
Thee I forgive; myſelf I can- 
not; and, for fear I ſhould, am 


reſolv d to look on the Eyes of my 
= i Undoer 
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Undoer no more. Adieu, Fati- 


ma] before this is preſented to thee, 


I ſhall be number'd with thoſe that 
have been. 


The Moment this was read, the 
Houſe rung with Lamentations, 
and Meſſengers were diſpatch d 
at full Speed, to prevent, if poſſi- 
ble, ſuch a miſerable Cataſtrophe. 
Impoſlible, indeed, it prov'd. Dead 
they found him on his Sofa ; with 
a Smile on his Countenance, as if 
to ſignify his Tranſgreſſion was 


now atton'd for. 


On a Table near him lay 
the Copics of two Letters, the 
Contents 
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Contents of which were as fol- 
low : 


To the SULTAMN. 


H O' I ſurviv'd my Ho- 
nour, I could not the juſt 
Reſentment which follow'd the 
Loſs of it. My Innocence was 
then my Glory, and, on the 
Strength of that, I one Day 


| hoped to convince thee, how juſt- 


ly thy People complain of Behe- 
moth ; how deeply thou art injur d 
by his infamous Adminiſtration, 
and from what diſintereſted Mo- 
tives I oppoſed it. 


G 2 But 
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But when his Artifices had pre- 
vailed againſt me, when 1 became 
anſwerable for this one Eſcape, I 
| looked upon myſelt both as a uſeleſs, 
and a culpable Being; and, there- 
fore, choſe to lay down Life as a 
Burthen, which every Day would 


have render d more grievous, than 


it had been the laſt. 


If ever then thou ſhould'ſt do 


Achmet the Honour of a Remem- 
brance, let it be, as of one who 
liv'd for thy Service, and, when 
incapable of acting up to his 
Wiſhes, would live no longer ; 
As of one who was devoted to thy 

Perſon, 
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Perſon, not thy Power; and who, 
in an Age of Proſtitution, gave it 
no Countenance by his Exam 


ple. 


Tho' Behemoth, I know, will 
find matter of Triumph in my 
Death, and, perhaps, endeavour 
to ſet a Mark of Infamy on my 
Grave, I neither crave thy Royal 
Protection from his Inſults, nor 
Umbrage for my Memory: Po- 
ſterity is impartial, and will do 
Juſtice to us both: But if ever I have 
found Favour of thy Sight, if ever I 
prov'd my ſelf in Heart devoted to 
thee, beware thy ſelf of his perni- 
cious Counſels | *Tis the Advice 


that 
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that, living, I always gave thee : 
'Tis the Advice that, dying, I be- 
queath thee.---He will, as uſual, 
make a Merit of ſhielding thee 
from the ill Practices of thy Ene- 


mies; but thou wilt one Day find, 
that no Enemy is half ſo much to 


be dreaded, as a falſe Friend. That 
thy Days may be long and happy, 
thy Reign glorious, thy End ſe- 
rene, and thy Memory rever'd, 1s 
the laſt Prayer of thy Slave 


ACHMET, 


To 


AN. LS 
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To BEHEMOTH. 


Behemoth, 
Committed one Treſpaſs, and 
puniſh'd it with my own Hand 
(how happy had it been for thy 
Country, if thou had'ſt done the 


fame by thine ?) but had'ſt thou 


as many Lives as there are Mo- 
ments in a Year, and were to for- 
feit them all in Succeſſion, could'ſt 
thou ſay, with a ſafe Conſcience, 
when laying down thy laſt, My 
Sins are expiated ? As thou haſt 
but one Life then to forfeit, thou 
wilt fay, perhaps, alas, for Pity ! 
that in this Caſe, Juſtice is bank- 


_ 
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rupt, and cannot fatisfy ſuch an 


Infinity of Claims ; and thou wilt 
ſay true. But if thou haſt the leaſt 
Particle of Honeſty remaining, 
thou wilt offer a Compoſition, at 
leaſt, and agree to pay, as far as 
thou art able. -Hiſtory will then 
have one Inſtance to quote in thy 


Favour; and when thou ſhalt 
have thy final Audit, thou wilt 


have ſomething to plead in Abate- 
ment of the heavy Puniſhment 
thou haſt Reaſon to expect, and 
can'ſt not poſſibly avoid, 


Thou haſt never thought me 
thy Friend ; but thy Flatterers 
never adviſed thee half ſo honeſt- 

ly; 
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ly ; and tho' it has hitherto been 
my Glory, that we never yet trod 
in the ſame Path, 'tis now my 


earneſt Requeſt, that thou would'ſt 
follow me. By the Time that thou 


receiveſt this Paper, I ſhall have 


put an end to an obnoxious Life. 
According to the Saying of the 
Prophet of the Mazarenes, Go 


THY WAY, AND DO LIKEWISE. 


So ſhall the Land have Reſi, 


as well as 


ACHMET. 


Here the Tale breaks off : And 
whether Behemoth follow'd the 
Example of Acbmet, or Achito- 

H phel ; 
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pbel; whether the Sultan learn's 
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to walk without miniſterial Lead- 
ing-Strings ; and whether Fatima 
broke her Heart for the Loſs of 
her Lover, will remain Doubts, 
perhaps, till the Judgment-D no 


